
Background: RVCA’s Shoreline Naturalization Program

Rideau Valley Conservation Authority’s (RVCA) Shoreline Naturalization Program offers technical guidance
and financial assistance to waterfront property owners interested in naturalizing their shorelines. The
program offers:

• Incentive grants for approved shoreline naturalization projects using native plants
• On-site visits with qualified staff that provide simple, cost-effective advice on “how to” naturally protect 
your shoreline

• Project planning and support including shoreline planting plan development, advice on the types of 
plants, local sources for native plant stock and planting advice and/or assistance

• Shoreline naturalization workshops, talks and project assistance for community or lake groups

Over the past four years the Shoreline Naturalization Program (SNP) has completed more than 145 shoreline
naturalization projects in the Rideau watershed that have seen the planting of 32,441 native trees, shrubs
and wildflowers. We have also worked closely with RVCA’s Watershed Science and Engineering Services
department to complete several bioengineering (natural shoreline stabilization) and fish habitat
enhancement projects. More information about the program is available at
www.rvca.ca/programs/shoreline_naturalization_program/index.html.

Site Visit Process for the Heart’s Desire Weir Decommissioning and 
Riparian Restoration Plan

SNP staff will work with waterfront property owners in the Heart’s Desire community to develop a riparian
restoration plan for areas affected by the decommissioning of the Heart’s Desire weir as directed during the
September 2013 Board of Directors Meeting. SNP staff will meet with individual residents during the week
of December 2 to 7, 2013 to discuss the potential changes to their shorelines caused by the removal of the
weir as well as potential restoration opportunities.

The purpose of these on-site meetings is to allow landowners to provide input into the riparian restoration
plan for the shoreline areas directly in front their homes. Suggestions from landowners for improvements to
public land portions of the affected shoreline will also be welcomed. Typical questions asked during these
meetings may include:

• How do you envision your property’s future shoreline?
• Where is your access point to the water?
• What are your favorite views from the house?
• Would you like to see more vegetation along your shoreline?

Landowner Contact — 
Shoreline Site Visits



• Would you like to outline concerns about the health of your property’s shoreline to be listed for 
consideration in the restoration plan?

Other information:

• Participation in these site visits is optional
• For properties whose owners do not wish to meet with SNP staff, the shoreline area directly in front of 
the property will be classified as “no action needed” in the final restoration plan. RVCA cannot conduct 
work on properties without permission.  Input can be provided verbally or by email if preferred. 

• Site visits can run between 20 min to 1 hour in length
• Items discussed during the site visit will be recorded and documented. Responses to items of discussion 

will be sent directly to the participating landowner
• As the winter weather sets in, we may request a follow up site visit when snow cover is not an issue, 
if required 

Proposed Site Visit Schedule

RVCA Staff will begin contacting landowners on Wednesday November 27, 2013 to set up site visits with
interested landowners. Site visits will be wrapped up by 4 pm each day.

Monday, December 2, 2013: 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, December 3, 2013: 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
Wednesday, December 4, 2013: 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Thursday, December 5, 2013: 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.  
Friday, December 6, 2013: 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
Saturday, December 7, 2013: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Recognizing that people may be away during this period — attempts will be made to contact property owners
who have not responded at a later date. 


