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RIDEAU VALLEY CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 

Box 599, 1128 Mill Street 
Manotick, Ontario, K4M 1A5 

(613) 692-3571, 1-800-267-3504 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

Upper Rideau Valley    
Conservation Authority 
Advisory Board Meeting             January 15, 2007                              __   #1/07 
 
Present: David Crowley (Perth) 
  Rob Dunfield (Rideau Lakes) 
  John H. Miller (Tay Valley) 
  Michael McEwen (Drummond/North Elmsley) 

John Purdon (Central Frontenac) 
 
Cathy Willoughby  (Merrickville/Wolford representing the Middle 
RVCA Advisory Board) 

 
Vacant (representing the City of Ottawa) 

 
Staff:  Dell Hallett   Matt Craig  
  Bruce Reid                  Jim Ellis  

 
Regrets: Larry York (South Frontenac) 

Bradley Wing (Westport) 
 
Guests: David Taylor, Friends of the Tay Watershed 
 
 
1. Welcome and Opening Remarks 
 

John H. Miller, Chair, welcomed the members and staff to the meeting 
held at the Tay Valley Municipal Office and proceeded with introductions. 

 
2. Declaration of Interest 
 
 None declared. 
 
3. Adoption of the Agenda 
 
 Motion 1   Moved by:  David Crowley 
    Seconded by:  Michael McEwen 
 

That the Upper RVCA Advisory Board Agenda, Monday, January 15, 
2007, be adopted as presented. 

 
     Motion Carried 
 
4. Approval of Minutes - Meeting , October 16, 2006 
 
 Motion 2   Moved by:  David Crowley 
    Seconded by:  John Miller 
 

That the minutes of the RVCA Upper Advisory Board Meeting #3/06,  
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October 16, 2006, be approved with the correct spelling of Guest, Mr. 
Steve McVeety on page 1 and in Item 6. 

 
     Motion Carried 
 
5. Business Arising from Minutes 
 

David Crowley had some concern in regard to the Regatta and the media 
exposure. Jim Ellis responded that the Rideau Ferry Yacht Club is to 
review the latest agreement circulated to them and it appears the main 
issues have been resolved. 

 
6. Election of Officers for 2007 
  

Dell Hallett conducted the election for Chair and Vice-Chair, of the Upper 
Rideau Valley Conservation Authority Advisory Board. 
 
a) Chair 
 
Motion 3  Moved by:  David Crowley 
 
That John Miller be nominated as Chair.  
 
Motion 4  Moved by:  Michael McEwen 
   Seconded by: David Crowley 
 
That nominations be closed. 
 
    Motion Carried 
 
b) Vice-Chair 

  
Motion 5     Moved by:  John Miller 
 
That Micheal McEwen be nominated as Vice-Chair. 
 
Motion 6  Moved by: Micheal McEwen                 
 
That David Crowley be nominated as Vice-Chair and represent the Upper 
Board at the Middle Board.  
 

     Motion Carried 
 
 Motion 7  Moved by: Rob Dunfield 
    Seconded by: John Purdon 
  
 That nominations be closed.  

 
     Motion Carried 
 
7. Staff Report – RVCA 2007 Meeting Schedule 
 
 John Miller explained that the option is available for day time meetings for 

the Upper Board. Micheal McEwen may have problems attending day time 
meetings. 

           
 Motion 8  Moved by: David Crowley 
    Seconded by: Rob Dunfield 
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 That the RVCA Upper Advisory Board meet during the day, with a 1:30 
p.m. starting time. 

 
     Motion Carried 
 
8. Making It Happen, RVCA Work Plan 
 

Dell Hallett presented the workplan including a discussion on various 
programs including goals and objectives for each program. The workplan 
for 2007 will focus on continuation of work started in previous years. Some 
major activities include: source water protection, water characterization 
report and the water budget. Over 1200 applications were reviewed by 
planning and regulations staff. The RVCA is the septic approval authority 
for the City of Ottawa and Tay Valley Township. Stewardship Services 
manage the Clean Water Program and also planted 145,000 trees 
including RVCA’s three millionth tree.  The progress of the new office and 
site preparation were also discussed. 
 
David Crowley asked if there was any development activity on Curtis 
property. Jim Ellis replied that some signage was installed on site. 
 
Bruce Reid provided an overview of the Watershed Information System 
and the data collected within the watershed by RVCA staff. Mr. Reid’s 
presentation outlined various datasets including: data water quality, 
benthic invertabetes, water quantity, base flow monitoring, ground water 
monitoring, and stream assessments.  His presentation is attached to the 
minutes. 
 
David Crowley noted that Citizens in the Mississippi watershed organized 
a day to collect water temperature throughout various locations in the 
watershed. 
 
John Miller inquired if the data collected by Queens University is being 
utilized by RVCA. Bruce Reid mentioned that there have been several 
meetings between RVCA and Queens and that future data will be shared 
and should benefit both organizations 

 
9. Staff Report – RVCA 2007 Budget 
 
 Dell Hallett reviewed the budget that was forwarded in the package to 

Board members. He discussed the recommendation from the board for a 
further 2% savings in the 2007 levy.  Mr. Hallett explained the increase 
and decrease of the cost of operating various programs.  

 
 Motion 9  Moved by: David Crowley 
    Seconded by: Robert Dunfeild 
 
 That, the RVCA 2007 Budget be received by the Board. 
 
     Motion Carried 
 
10. RVCA New Office Headquarters 
 

Dell Hallett briefly discussed the progress of the new office which is to be 
completed by October of 2007. 
 
David Crowley inquired if the building could accommodate some 
expansion for additional staff. Dell Hallett responded that that the office 
could provide room for some future growth. 
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11. Staff Report - Planning 
 
 Matt Craig presented a brief overview of the role of the planning and 

regulation program in the Upper Watershed. The presentation covered 
planning advisory services, the new generic regulation and statistics were 
provided on the past year (including amount and how often RVCA 
recommendations were adopted).  His presentation is attached to the 
minutes. 

  
12. Staff Report – Foley Mountain Conservation Area 
 
 Jim Ellis stated that the RVCA has proceeded with staffing the Foley 

Mountain Supervisor position and the hopes to have the position filled by 
the spring. The position will be advertised in the Ottawa Citizen and local 
papers. 

 
13.  Member Inquiries 
 

David Crowley inquired about any activities planned for the 175th Rideau 
Canal celebrations. Dell Hallett responded that plans will be finalized in 
the upcoming months for activities at a number of locations. 
 
John Purden had some concerns in regard to beaver dams (in South 
Frontenac) impacting Lake Levels on Eagle Lake (Central Frontenac). Dell 
Hallett stated that the RVCA is available to work with Landowners to 
resolve beaver related issues and impacts to fish habitat and lake levels. 
 
The dam at the outlet on Eagle Lake is managed by MNR. Bruce Reid will 
contact John Purden in regards to contacts at MNR.   

 
14. New Business 

  
David Taylor provided background on Friends of the Tay (FOT). FOT has 
forwarded letters to municipalities to recognize the Tay Watershed Plan in 
Official Plan updates. The Friends of the Tay newsletter publication Tay 
Watershed Times has been sent to the municipalities and is available to 
the public.  

 
15. Upcoming Meetings 
 
  a) RVCA Board of Directors, Thursday, January 25, 2007 
  b) RVCA Board of Directors, Thursday, February 15, 2007 
  c) RVCA Joint Advisory Board, Thursday, February 22, 2007  
 
16. Adjournment 
 

Motion 10  Moved by: David Crowley  
      
 That the meeting be adjourned, 9:50 pm. 
 
     Motion Carried 
 
...........................................  ........................................ 
Chair,                            Recording Secretary,  
John H. Miller   Matt Craig 
C:Upper Board Minutes January 15 2007 Approved 


