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Rideau Valley Conservation Authority June 15, 2006
Joint Advisory Board Meeting #2/06

D

The Rideau Valley Conservation Authority, Joint Advisory Board Meeting
took place at the RVCA Chairman’s 40th Anniversary Barbecue
which included boardwalk tours, slide show of 40 years of pictures,
commemorative tree planting, official opening of
“Healthy Wetlands...Healthy Communities”, RVC Foundation silent auction
and presentation of the 2005 RVC Foundation Conservation Award,
with old friends, good times, food and refreshments.

The event was held between 4 p.m. and 9 p.m. on Thursday, June 15, 2006,
at the RVCA’s Baxter Conservation Area. The event was attended by the
following RVCA Advisory Board Members, RVC Foundation Members,
RVCA Staff, Guests including Children and Student Volunteers.

The barbecue was provided courtesy of our partners at
the Monterey Inn Resort and Conference Centre, Ottawa.
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RVCA Opens New Boardwalk at Baxter Conservation Area

The RVCA opened its newest boardwalk at Baxter as part of the
“Healthy Wetlands. . . Healthy Communities” Project. Funded by Ducks
Unlimited and the Ministry of Natural Resources, “Healthy Wetlands. . .
Healthy Communities” is working to restore wetlands and improve
educational opportunities at several of Ontario’s wetland facilities.
Baxter's project includes a new boardwalk, viewing tower and series of
interpretive signs. These improvements will allow more people to use,
learn and experience the wonder of our wetlands. Since 1976, Baxter
has been a leader in providing quality outdoor education programs. It
has hosted over 100,000 students and more than 25,000 adults for out- A 3 A
door education and recreation. For more information, contact PETER &t} e Fortune, Ducks Unlimited: Joffre Coté, OMNR:

613-489-3592 or peter.goddard@rideauvalley.on.ca. John H. Miller, RVCA Chair.
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MINUTES

The RVCA Joint Advisory Board Meeting took place at 7 pm, during the RVCA Chairman’s 40th Anniversary Barbecue,
with the RVCA Advisory Board Members, several RVC Foundation Members and several RVCA staff in attendance.

RVCA

Declaration of Interest - None
Approval of Minutes, Meeting , February 23, 2006

Motion 1 Moved by: David Biggs
Seconded by: Alan Arbuckle

That the minutes of meeting #1/06, February 23, 2006 be approved.
Motion Carried
Remarks from RVCA Chair and RVC Foundation Chair

John H. Miller, Chair welcomed RVCA members, RVCA staff, RVC Foundation members and guests to the
2006 RVCA Joint Advisory Board Meeting held at the P. J. McManus Interpretive Centre at Baxter
Conservation Area.

He introduced Mary Bryden, RVC Foundation Chair, who shared the floor with John Miller.

John Miller recognized four former Chairs of the RVCA the 40th Anniversary event: Mr. Pat McManus from
the former township of Bastard and South Burgess (Authority Chair from 1974-84), David Crowley from
Perth (RVCA Chair from 1985-89 and 1992-93), Wendy Stewart from Ottawa and Upper Rideau Lake
(Chair from 1994-1998) and Charles Long (RVCA Chair from 1999-2001). Also in attendance was former
General Manager Ollie Stirajs, who steered the RVCA staff through the seventies and eighties.

Mary Bryden acknowledged the many years of working with Patrick McManus and Ollie Sirajs. Mary has
been with us many years, having also attended the RVCA's 15th Anniversary. She directed our attention to
the RVC Foundation silent auction taking place during the celebrations of the RVCA 40th Anniversary in the
Patrick J. McManus Interpretative Centre and welcomed any donation made to the Foundation. The
Foundation provides funding for many RVCA projects including the trees planted each year by

the RVCA staff. Mary thanked us all for our past contributions.

John Miller acknowledged the presence of the following RVCA partners; Mark Burnham, Chair, Mississippi
Valley Conservation, Paul Lehman, General Manager, Mississippi Valley Conservation, John Conley, former
Advisory Board Member for Athens and Chair of the Cataraqui Region Conservation Authority, and
Dennis O'Grady, General Manager, South Nation Conservation.

Proclamation of RVCA Day by the City of Ottawa

John Miller introduced Janet Stavinga, Vice-Chair of the RVCA Board of Directors and Councillor for the
City of Ottawa, who presented RVCA with a framed plaque with the following inscription from
Bob Chiarelli, Mayor, City of Ottawa:

WHEREAS, in March 1966, the City of Ottawa supported the establishment of the
Rideau Valley Conservation Authority to protect over 4,000 square kilometres from
Upper Rideau Lake to the City of Ottawa;

and

WHEREAS, the RVCA is celebrating 40 years of conserving water resources, protecting
people and property from flooding and erosion, improving wildlife habitat and
enhancing natural diversity; and
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WHEREAS, clean water, abundant fish and wildlife, natural shorelines and healthy
sustainable ecosystems make the Rideau Valley special and worth protecting, and a
healthy watershed is the greatest legacy to our children and key to our continued
economic growth and future prosperity;

THEREFORE, I, Bob Chiarelli, Mayor of the City of Ottawa, do hereby proclaim
June 15, 2006 as Rideau Valley Conservation Authority Day in the City of Ottawa.

John Miller thanked Janet Stavinga on behalf of RVCA staff and members for the message from the
City of Ottawa.

2005 RVCA Annual Report
John Miller presented the 2005 RVCA Annual Report to members.
40th Anniversary Brochure

John Miller presented the brochure “40 Years of Conservation in the Rideau Valley, 1966 — 2006", which
hits the highlights of the past 40 years of conservation work that the RVCA, as an alliance of municipalities,
has accomplished.

RVC Foundation Annual Conservation Award Presentation

John Miller proceeded with information on the presentation of the RVC Foundation Annual Conservation
Award. Each year this distinction is offered to an individual, business, non-profit group or community
association doing outstanding voluntary work in improving the health of the Rideau Valley watershed during
the year. Candidates can be working in tree planting, water quality protection, shoreline stewardship or any
other field that contributes to supporting the environmental health of the valley.

John introduced Lynn Kaplansky, Director on the Foundation and member of the Conservation Award
selection committee, to come forward.

This year, for the first time, there were two winners: Eric and Cheryl Ruhs of North Grenville and Brian and
Les Billings of Balderson.

Unfortunately Mr. and Mrs. Ruhs were not available to accept their award and this will be presented to
them at a later date. The Ruhs have built a new home on the banks of the Rideau in the Municipality of
North Grenville. They have gone out of their way to maintain and encourage the natural shoreline buffer
on their land. Despite the peer pressure to clean out all the cattails and put a new lawn right down to the
water, they have resisted the temptation and maintained a beautiful and functional piece of natural Rideau
riverbank. Sincere thanks to the Ruhs family for taking such good care of the health of their part of the
Rideau watershed.

Mr. Brian Billings was in attendance to accept his award. Brian and Les Billings have been organizing,
fundraising for and coordinating Scouts Canada tree planting for the past 20 years on the Code Road in
Drummond/North Eimsley Township. When Les passed away a few years ago, son Brian picked up the
torch and continued the family tradition of instructing children and teaching youngsters in the values of
reforestation and natural landscape. RVCA is pleased to have worked with Brian and Les on many planting
sites and offers our sincere gratitude to the family for the tens of thousands of trees they have been
responsible for over the years. Mr. Billings accepted the award on behalf of Scouts Canada and

extended his appreciation to Rudy Dyck, RVCA staff, and Joffre Cote, Ottawa Stewardship Council for the
group efforts in support of youth & community members in tree planting and tending sites year after year.

New Business - none

Member Inquiries - none
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John Miller took a few minutes to offer sincere appreciation to Mr Jason Kelly and his outstanding staff at
the Monterey Inn Resort and Conference Centre, for catering the 40th Anniversary event entirely free of
charge to our municipal partners. Monterey is Canada’s first carbon neutral private company meaning that
Mr Kelly offsets the entire carbon dioxide production at the hotel through energy reduction, alternative
technology and tree planting with the Rideau Valley Conservation Authority. He has been recognized
nationally and internationally as the leader in conservation in the hospitality industry and RVCA is delighted
to have the Monterey as one of our most loyal and generous “Partners in Conservation”. John called upon
Jason Kelly to say a few words. He and his staff sincerely hope all guests enjoyed the food provided and
were happy to be a part of the RVCA 40th Anniversary celebrations.

10. Adjournment 7:29 pm moved by Cathy Willoughby

Chair, Recording Secretary,
John H. Miller Joan Sherwood




